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A bibliometric study of translated books in the
Institute of Public Administration in KSA!

Mohammad Musabeh?

Abstract:

The Institute of Public Administration is interested in translation, as one
of the institutions working in the field of administrative thought in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and due to its reputation and administrative fame
in the Arab region. This research is an attempt to discover the trends of
translating books at the institute, clarify the role of translators and the
importance of joint translation, and contribute to defining an integrated
strategy to organize translation efforts and make them available
electronically to increase Arabic content on the Internet. It also seeks to
draw a scientific map of the topics in which translation is done, and predict
the books that will be translated during the next 15 years statistically based
on the books currently translated, as well as form a database of translated
books, their subjects, translators, reviewers and their academic
gualifications. The research methodology adopted is the bibliometric
approach that follows the statistical methods of bibliographic analysis, and
relies on mathematical analyzes that are applied to books, periodicals and
other means of communication, and aims to quantitative analysis of
documents through the preparation of a bibliometric list of all these books,
which were translated in the Institute of Public Administration in The period
from 1961 until the end of January 2018 AD, then analyze this list according
to its multiple trends.

Key words: Bibliometric study, Translated books, Institute of Public
bibliographic analysis, Database Administration,

1 This article was received on 10 Feb, 2022, and was accepted for publication on 17
Nov, 2022. Article reference No. 6/44.

2 Lecturer and instructor, Institute of Public Administration, KSA; PhD in Libraries and
Information, Um Dorman Islamic University. Email: musbehm2@gmail.com
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Abstract
The present study aims to present a general definition of the terms and
concepts of objection, appeal, judgement, due process, and the views of the

scholars of jurisprudence concerning the passing of judgment in absentia. It
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also discusses how to appeal the Sharia rulings issued in the presence of the
legal person against the appellant; citing practical applications of objection
to the judgment in the Jordanian Code of Shari’a Procedure.

Key words: Judgment in absentia, Jordanian Law, Shari’a procedure,

appeal, scholars’ views
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The Research in Islamic Economics and

Its Relationship with Behavioral Economics’

Kamal Hatab2

Abstract:

This research aims to clarify aspects of the relationship between
Islamic economics and behavioral economics and to demonstrate the
extent to which behavioral economics tools, particularly Nudges
theory, can be harnessed to serve the purposes of Islamic economics.
To achieve this objective, the research begins by identitying the
research gap in Islamic economics and then highlights the key tools of
behavioral economics, especially the Nudges theory. It explores the
extent to which these tools are used to improve the managerial
decisions of organizations and institutions and their potential to
accelerate the implementation of Islamic economics. In conclusion, the
research finds that the methodology of research in Islamic economics is
a flexible and evolving approach that embraces all research tools that
contribute to achieving the goals of Islamic economics, including the
tools of behavioral economics. However, Islamic economics operates
with integrity, avoiding fraud, deception, or restrictions on freedoms.
Instead, it emphasizes transparency, upholds human dignity, and aligns

with the higher objectives of Islamic law.

Keywords: Scientific research, nudges theory, Future transformations,

interdisciplinary sciences, Islamic Economics, Behavioral Economics
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The Design of Questionnaires in the Humanities:
An Analytical Evaluation Study:

Fatina Al Sharif?
Abstract:

This study aims at discussing and evaluating the scientific basis for
constructing questionnaires to reach scientific criteria for the
questionnaire, through which more accurate results of scientific
research can be reached. To reach this goal, a large number of
scientific bases for constructing the questionnaire were studied, and
six criteria were derived from those scientific bases. Then the effects
of not adhering to those bases and standards on the results of
scientific research were studied. By selecting a convenient sample
consisting of (56) scientific studies published in Arab periodicals, in
which a questionnaire was used to collect information, the extent to
which these criteria were achieved in building those questionnaires
was determined. The study concluded that failure to adhere to the
scientific bases in constructing the questionnaire results in incorrect,
untrue, unreliable, and subjective data and results. Therefore, the
study recommends the necessity of adhering to the standards
proposed in this study in order for the consequences of scientific
research to be more accurate and applicable.

Keywords: Scientific research, Data collection, Scientific research
tools, Questionnaire, Research results, Scientific bases.
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Narrative Discourse Analysis: Anton Chekhov’s "The

Foolish One' as a Case Study’

Muhammad Saleh?

Abstract

This study presents an attempt to reconstruct the meaning of
the story "The Foolish One" by Anton Chekhov according to the
method of discourse analysis, which is based on extrapolating the text
repeatedly in order to interrogate it, and reveal its implications, by
observing the paradoxes on which the story is based, and showing the
rift between what the text declares and what it remains silent about.
The study presents "The Foolish One" as a model to monitor the
formations of the narrative structure, and how the minor structures
combine to reveal its major structure. The analysis finds that Chekhov
mainly employs the paradox to create his plot and convey his theme,
which is the exposition of the ugliness of capitalism, by mentioning the
opposite and its defects. The study concludes with a number of results,
perhaps the most prominent of which is that Chekhov distinguishes in
this story between the capitalist economic system as unjust and unfair
and the socialist system as a system that can achieve social justice.
Sharing the wealth among the state citizens, and defending one’s right
and claiming it, all these are denied in capitalism. To let oneself down is
to be a contributor to the spread of corruption, and giving up one’s
right once means giving it up every time.
Keywords: Discourse analysis, Short story, Narrative dialogue, Anton
Chekhov, “The Foolish One”

1 This article was received on 15 June 2023 and was accepted for publication on 1 Aug,
2023. Article reference No. is 11/44.

2 Researcher in Arabic Linguistics at the Hashemite University, Jordan; works at the
Ministry of Education, Jordan.
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IV. Conclusion

Of the eighteenth-century English satirical moralist literature, this paper
has focused on the way Alexander Pope and William Beckford handle
religious morality in both of “The Rape of the Lock™ and The History of
The Caliph Vathek, respectively. In spite of their different literary styles,
being that of the use of the mock-epic mode in the first work and the
gothic and oriental tale in the second, the two authors are here believed
to aim at social criticism and didactic moralizing against the social
decadence of eighteenth-century England. Although Pope and Beckford
depend on two different religious contexts, Catholic Christianity and
Islam, the paper hopes to have highlighted the fact that their objective is
the moral reform of their own society. Both authors show thematic
similarity of revealing the disparity between the moral ideals of the
English Enlightenment and the actual behavioral manifestations in the
real world of eighteenth-century England. Contrasting moderation,
modesty, contentment with one’s own rightful possessions, and common
sense with self-indulgence, greed, and debauchery through the medium
of satire, Pope and Beckford have taken it on themselves to raise the
awareness of their community to the urgent need to bridge the gap
between what is ideal and what is real.
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monarch were these torches kindled, this bath prepared, and these
habiliments, which belong, not only to the sovereigns of the earth, but even
to the Talismanic Powers?” (Beckford, 1868, 72) and “They are for the
charming daughter of the Emir Fakreddin,” (Beckford, 1868, 72) Nouronihar
succumbs to the Caliph’s whims. Violating the Islamic ethics of marriage,
Vathek marries Nouronihar against her father’s will. In the same way that
Carathis poisons her son’s mind with ambitious notions, Vathek corrupts
Nouronihar and turns her into “one more hungry even than Vathek for selt-
deification, urging him on in their march to the prince of darkness’
subterranean palace,” (Faxneld, 2010, 157). Gradually, Vathek drags his
“wife” down with him to perish in hell.

To emphasize the satirical moralist nature of the novel, Beckford offers
an exaggerated and detailed description of the “Hell of Eblis” which Vathek,
Nouronihar, and Carathis arrive at towards the end of their journey. In that
place, the Caliph notices all types of indulgences that he himself has enjoyed
throughout his life: drinking, dancing, music playing and other worldly
pleasures. More important though, he meets kings and emperors in the like
of Soliman Daki and Gian Ben Gian, whom the narrator describes as “pre-
adamite kings who had been monarchs of the whole earth,” (Beckford, 1868,
211) and who “maintained great state; though not to be compared with the
eminence of Soliman Ben Daoud” (Beckford, 1868, 212). Vathek comes to
learn about their history, which is not that different from his, acknowledging,
thus, that his destiny is to be similar to theirs. He realizes that he, like them,
did “mount ... shine, evaporate, and fall,” to echo Samuel Johnson’s “The
Vanity of Human Wishes” (Johnson, 2000, 2664). Being finally described as
someone “who, for the sake of empty pomp and forbidden power, had sullied
himself with a thousand crimes, became a prey to grief without end, and
remorse without mitigation” (Beckford, 1868, 227), Vathek proves to be a
cautionary model for those who deviate from the moral ideals of eighteenth-
century English Enlightenment.
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Beckford stresses the belief that ideal morals are not restricted to
Prophets in the like of Prophet Mohammed. The narrator highlights the tenets
of Omar Ben Abdalaziz as well as Mahomet Ebn Idris Shafei and the seraphic
Al-Mouhateddin to condemn Vathek’s failure to measure up to the moral
status reached by other Muslims. Unlike Vathek, Omar Ben Abdalaziz is
described as a righteous Muslim ruler of upright demeanor, leading a life of
modesty and humbleness, and believing “that it was necessary to make a hell
of this world to enjoy Paradise in the next” (Beckford, 1868, 2). Furthermore,
Vathek’s breaking away with Islamic ethics appears in the way he ridicules
the symbols of religious morality represented in the besom that Ebn Idris
Shafei and the seraphic Al-Mouhateddin bring from Mecca and the way he
insults the Moullahs and the Imams of Schiraz. Instead of showing reverence
to the broom with which the religious men have swept the sacred Ka’ba,
Vathek, who “disgusted himself no more with the Divan or the Mosque,”
(Beckford, 1868, 73) “burst out into a villainous laugh, snatched the besom
from his trembling hand, and, fixing upon some cobwebs that hung
suspended from the ceiling, gravely brushed away till not a single one
remained” (Beckford, 1868, 76). At an advanced stage of the novel, and out
of his being too much indulged in pleasures with Nouronihar, an already
engaged woman, the Caliph humiliates a group of Imams who arrive “leading
by bridles of riband inscribed from the Koran, a train of asses, which were
loaded with the choicest fruits the country could boast” (Beckford, 1868,
192). The Sheikhs petition Vathek to honor their city and mosques with a
visit, an invitation to which he replies “Fancy not that you can detain me;
your presents I condescend to accept, but beg you will let me be quiet, for I
am not over-fond of resisting temptation” (Beckford, 1868, 193). Not only
this, but Vathek also degrades them by ordering his eunuchs to return those
men of religion back to Schiraz “tie[d] on [their] asses, with the precaution
that [their] backs be not turned towards me, for they understand etiquette”
(Beckford, 1868, 193).

Vathek’s immorality reaches its peak as he tempts Nouronihar to leave

her fiancée, Gulchenrouz, and succeeds in luring the young woman with
treasures and worldly pleasures. Upon hearing his geniis’ words of “For what
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Caliph tricks the fifty most beautiful children in his court and presents them
as offerings to Eblis. As the merchant does not hand the keys to the treasures
to Vathek, the Caliph realizes that he has been deceived. However, the
persuasive words of his mother, Carathis, encourage him to carry on with his
criminal acts, culminating in the tyrannical order he gives to kill those who
oppose his desires. In the novel, the narrator contrasts the appalling behaviors
of the ruler with the merciful conduct of Prophet Mohammed. Unlike
despotic Vathek, who legalizes the killing of innocent people, the Prophet
tries to save the ruler’s life from ruin. Wishing him to repent and atone, he
sends a jinni to persuade him to come back to his senses: “Deluded Prince!
to whom Providence hath confided the care of innumerable subjects, is it thus
that thou fulfillest thy mission? ... This moment is the last of grace allowed
thee; abandon thy atrocious purpose; return,” (Beckford, 1868, 198) an
invitation by which Vathek is confusedly moved, yet he rejects it out of pride.

In addition to contrasting the actions of Vathek to those of Prophet
Mohammed in the novel, Beckford highlights the immoral tendencies of the
Caliph by relying on the comments of a detached narrator. Speaking from a
distance and using a moralistic tone, the narrator evaluates the Caliph’s
character as “impetuous” and despotic as “he induced the zealots to oppose
him, and then persecuted them in return; for he resolved at any rate to have
reason on his side” (Beckford, 1868, 5). Added to this, the narrator satirizes
the ruler’s action of killing the innocent children as “dreadful” (Beckford,
1868, 50) and his entire design as “foolish and wicked ” (Beckford, 1868, 7).
Being fully aware of Vathek’s moral decadence, the narrator highlights his
doom in the Hell of Eblis by expressing the wisdom of the novel fully-
mouthed: “Such is, and such should be, the chastisement of blind ambition,
that would transgress those bounds which the Creator hath prescribed to
human knowledge; and, by aiming at discoveries reserved for pure
Intelligence, acquire that infatuated pride, which perceives not that the
condition appointed to man is to be ignorant and humble” (Beckford, 1868,
226-7).
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portrayed in the novel contradicts the ideal moral system of Prophet
Mohammed. At the beginning of the novel, the Caliph, like Pope’s
Belinda, is portrayed as a man of sensuality and ugly appetites for food,
drink, and women. He, for example, orders the building of five palaces
“which he destined for the particular gratification of each of the senses”
(Beckford, 1868, 2). More importantly, Vathek is an ambitious man who
wishes to access knowledge forbidden to humans. The narrator expresses
that the Caliph “had studied so much for his amusement in the life-time
of his father as to acquire a great deal of knowledge, though not a
sufficiency to satisfy himself; for he wished to know everything, even
sciences that did not exist” (Beckford, 1868, 5). Like Nimrod and the
Pharaoh, he orders the building of a fifteen-hundred stair tower, provoked
by his “insolent curiosity of penetrating the secrets of Heaven”
(Beckford, 1868, 7). In the text, Prophet Mohammed’s reaction to the
Caliph’s doings is that of condemnation. Criticizing the corrupt acts of
Vathek, the Prophet commands one of the geniis: “Let us leave him to
himself. . . let us see to what lengths his folly and impiety will carry him;
if he run into excess, we shall know how to chastise him” (Beckford,
1868, 6). Thus, and right from the beginning of the novel, the narrator
sets a clear-cut difference between Vathek and the “great prophet
Mahomet, whose vicars the Caliphs are,” adding that he “beheld with
indignation from his abode in the seventh heaven the irreligious conduct
of such a vicegerent” (Beckford, 1868, 6).

Beside his lack of moderation, Vathek abjures the Islamic moral ideals
of mercy and compassion. Blinded by his ambition to obtain the treasures of
pre-Adamite Sultans and to access the secret world of darkness, the Caliph
sells himself to Eblis, who tempts him through different djinns which take
the form of an Indian merchant and then that of a Giaour or an infidel. The
Indian merchant promises Vathek uncountable riches on the condition of
sacrificing fifty children: “I require the blood of fifty of the most beautiful
sons of thy vizirs and great men, or neither can my thirst nor thy curiosity be
satisfied. Return to Samerah, procure for me this necessary libation, come
back hither, throw it thyself into this chasm, and then shalt thou see!”
(Beckford, 1868, 43). Succumbing to the merchant’s commandment, the
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publication of works like The Bibliotheque Orientale by Barthelemy
d’Herbelot’s (1697) and The Life of Mohammad by Henri de Boulainvilliers
(1731), a brighter image of Islam as a religion of equality and toleration came
into existence. Humberto Garcia assures in Islam and the English
Enlightenment, 1670-1840 (2012 that deists used Islamic toleration as a
beating stick against England’s lack of toleration: “the entitlement of
freedom of conscience that, in particular, excluded many nonconformists ...
from holding public office, obtaining legal preferment, and earning degrees
from Oxford or Cambridge” (2012, 6). The adoption of a positive
understanding of Islam and the teachings of Prophet Mohammed explains
Beckford’s inclusion of the Prophet as the ideal figure from whom Vathek
deviates in The History of the Caliph Vathek.

The broad connection between the gothic and the moral is clearly
explained by Elizabeth MacAndrew (1979), who argues that gothic fiction
tries to terrify the reader by showing him horrific consequences of
misbehavior. Thus, it aims to “explore the mind of man and the causes of evil
in it, so that evil might be avoided and virtue fostered” (4). Beckford relies
on elements of the gothic novel like the passion-driven, willful villain-hero
or villain, the use of the grotesque, exaggerated acts, and the insertion of
ghouls, spirits, and graveyards, all used in an atmosphere of evil that arouses
pity and fear in the readers. Those elements, together with the author’s
depiction of Vathek as the foil character of Prophet Mohammed, Omar Bin
Abdulaziz, and some reverend Mullahs in Vathek’s time, serve the moral
lesson of the novel which an anonymous critic in the Critical Review! points
out to be: “A man in pursuit of unlawful gratifications, and those inconsistent
with the tenets of religion and morality, invariably sacrifices his present and
eternal happiness” (qtd. in Watt, 2008, 199).

Throughout The History of the Caliph Vathek, the Caliph proves to
act against the religious morals of Islam, mainly those of contentment
with one’s own rightful possessions and common sense, mercy, and
moderation. In spite of his being an Abbasid Caliph, his demeanor as

L Critical Review 62 (July 1786): 38-9.
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between morality and the oriental tale in the eighteenth century is mostly
believed to be inspired from the preface of the English translation of Antoine
Galland’s The One Thousand and One Nights or Arabian Nights (finished in
1717). In the preface, Galland explains the purpose of translating the tales by
stating that “if those who read these stories have but any inclination to profit
by the examples of virtue and vice, which they will here find exhibited, they
may reap an advantage by it, that is not to be reaped in other stories, which
are more proper to corrupt than to reform our manners” (qtd. in Folsom,
1964, 60). In effect, eighteenth-century English oriental tales such as
Johnson’s The History of Rasselas (1759), Oliver Goldsmith’s The Citizen of
the World (1762), and Beckford’s Vathek, among others, were written for
reformative purposes of social criticism and didactic moralization.

As a part of his oriental design of The History of the Caliph Vathek,
Beckford locates his novel within an Islamic framework. The author’s
interest in Islam, expressed in locating the work in Samerah during the reign
of Vathek, originates from a perceptible attention to Islam and the Islamic
culture among eighteenth-century Europeans. This enthusiasm resulted from
the spread of travelogues as well as the change in the political and military
relationship between Europe and the Ottoman Empire. Commenting on this,
Felix Konrad (2011) mentions that “the defeats of the Ottomans in the second
siege of Vienna (1683) and in the “Great Turkish War” (1683-1699) against
the Holy League marked the end of Ottoman expansive power in central
Europe” (18). Konrad explains the effect of this defeat by stating that
““Triumphalism” and “mockery of the Turks” replaced the “dread of the
Turks” and the discourse of the “Turkish menace” in the Habsburg countries,
while simultaneously affirming the negative image of the Turks. While the
perception of the Turks as enemies endured for a long time among the less-
educated lower classes, a change to a more positive image gradually took
place among the elite and the educated” (18; italics added).

During the Enlightenment, some intellectuals and authors like Denis

Diderot and Voltaire continued to adopt the negative stereotypes of Islam
that were common in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. However, with the
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II1. The History of the Caliph Vathek

Throughout his life as an author, William Beckford wrote satirical
literary works. In 1780, he published the first of his books entitled
Biographical Memoirs of Extraordinary Painters which was satiric in style
and followed it with other works like the Modern Novel Writing, known also
as The Elegant Enthusiast (1796) and Azemia: A Descriptive and Sentimental
Novel Interspersed with Pieces of Poetry (1797); both of which express his
satirical standpoint toward the sentimental novel of the age. This attention to
satire could explain his composition of The History of the Caliph Vathek,
which criticizes the ethics of eighteenth-century upper class English people
who deviate from moderation and grow ambitious to reach the inaccessible.
Writing in the Enlightenment trend of the oriental tale, the author presents a
work that enjoys a didactic nature and holds a universal moral lesson aiming
at motivating the English to re-identify their idea of what society they want.
Significantly, Beckford deploys an oriental tale as a mask to target the moral
degradation of upper-class English people through delivering a moral lesson
proffered in the story of Vathek. Vathek, Al-Wathiq in Arabic, is a fictitious
representation of the ninth Abbasid Caliph. The calamitous end in the Hell
of Eblis of this character comes as a natural consequence of the decay in his
religious faith, apparent in the deep chasm between the ideal morals of his
time and his actual mischievous practices. One must keep in mind that
Beckford does not try to follow the history of Al-Wathiq as recorded in
Arabic history books such as History of the Caliphs by Al-Suyuti (1445-
1505). In fact, Al-Wathiq’s biography in this major reference shows him to
be a ruler with many good qualities and services for his state. The demonized
figure in Beckford’s work fails to achieve the higher moral values of Islam
which Beckford seems to know and attribute to the Prophet and other good
representatives of the faith. Thus, the phrase “The History of” is a cliché used
by some contemporaries like Samuel Johnson’s The History of Rasselas,
Prince of Abissinia which is a totally imaginative narrative.

Beckford follows other eighteenth-century authors in his choice to
deliver a universal moral lesson through the oriental tale. The relation
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that is, Belinda’s lock (Pope, 2000, 2531). Moreover, and in a way that
resembles Belinda’s placing the Bibles next to her billet-doux, the Baron fills
his pagan altar with “twelve vast French romances” (Pope, 2000, 2531).

Beside the characters of Belinda and the Baron, Pope introduces the
character of Clarissa to serve his moral satire. Many critics argue that
Clarissa’s speech in the last canto of the poem presents her as Pope’s
mouthpiece. In this light, they argue that lines like “How vain are all these
glories, all our pains/Unless good sense preserve what beauty gains” (Pope,
2000, 2541) and “Beauties in vain their pretty eyes may roll;/Charms strike
the sight, but merit wins the soul,” (Pope, 2000, 2542) are not satirical, but
words of wisdom that carry the moralist message which Pope aims to deliver
in his work. John Trimble (1974) adopts another stand on Clarissa, seeing
her as far from a moralist character. In “Clarissa’s Role in The Rape of the
Lock,” he argues that most authorities on Pope ignore the role this character
plays in helping the Baron cut off Belinda’s lock in the third canto. He posits
that “Clarissa’s speech reveals her to be not so much a moralist as an
instinctive opportunist - or, if we wish to put a gentler light on it, a social
pragmatist,” (683) who is “actually an arch rival slyly seeking, through false
piety and feigned helpfulness, to enhance her own reputation while ruining
Belinda’s” (684).

Keeping the two standpoints regarding the character of Clarissa in “The
Rape of the Lock” in mind, it is here argued that Pope’s choice to include the
character of Clarissa in “The Rape of the Lock” probably serves to highlight
the rift between the ideal and the real worlds of morality in eighteenth-
century England. The fact that Clarissa advocates merits and morals while
participating, herself, in the dishonoring act of stealing Belinda’s lock
indicates that she stands for those who preach what they do not practice.
Clarissa proves to be as ethically immature and morally confused or fake as
those she condemns. One may conclude that, in “The Rape of the Lock,”
Pope seems to indicate that there is no actualisation of the moral ideals of
religion in his society, only empty symbols.
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to her lock of hair which she regards as a manifestation of her virginity and
Marianism. Belinda’s excessive and nonsensical reaction to the Baron’s
clipping of her lock, which Pope satirically refers to as an act of “rape,”
reflects the female’s respect for the physical notion of virginity at the expense
of the higher ideal of devotion. In the fourth canto, Pope describes the
heroine’s exaggerated agony by expressing:

“BUT anxious cares the pensive nymph oppressed,
And secret passions laboured in her breast.
Not youthful kings in battle seized alive,
Not scornful virgins who their charms survive,
Not ardent lovers robbed of all their bliss,
Not ancient ladies when refused a kiss,
Not tyrants fierce that unrepenting die,
Not Cynthia when her manteau’s pinned awry,
Ever felt such rage, resentment and despair,
As thou, sad virgin! for thy ravished hair.” (Pope, 2000, 2537)

Obviously, the quoted lines prove Belinda’s inability to understand how
physical objects can point beyond themselves. Moreover, the lines indicate
the lady’s moral bewilderment which is mirrored in the way she wails over
her lost virginity, forgetting, at the same time, her dissolute appearance and
flirtatious and coquettish behaviors at the game of cards.

In spite of the fact that Pope dedicates “The Rape of the Lock” to Mrs.
Arabella Fermor and that he concentrates on the way many Catholic females
misrepresent Catholicism, he does not fail to disparage the demeanor of
Catholic males in his attempt to criticize the ethico-religious values of
eighteenth-century England. The poem highlights the moral degradation of
the Baron, which, like the case of Belinda herself, springs from his ignoring
of the ideals of religion in his actual practices. The second canto introduces
the Baron as a libertine “adventurous” man who covets Belinda’s lock of
hair. Lacking common sense, the Catholic Baron builds an altar like those
erected in Catholic churches and burns “three garters, half a pair of
gloves,/And all the trophies of his former loves,” (Pope, 2000, 2531) as
offerings to love, a deity replacing Christian God, to whom he “prostrate
falls, and begs with ardent eyes/Soon to obtain, and long possess the prize,”
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among cosmetics is highly suggestive of the heroine’s religious confusion.
Instead of cherishing the symbolic meaning of the Bible as the heart of
Christian religion, Belinda empties it of its religious value. She
“commodiflies] the ethical heart of Christianity by making the provocative
claim that, like the powders used to beautify Belinda, the Bible may become
simply another accessory for those positioning themselves socially — or,
perhaps more insidiously, it becomes an ideological tool for a rapidly
industrializing society” (Hernandez, 2008, 569-70). The commodification of
religion is emphasized in the placement of the Bibles next to billet doux or
love letters. Belinda does not only commodify religion but she also misuses
it to achieve a personal goal, that of attracting male attention through an
implied virtue.

Belinda’s religious confusion appears more clearly in the way she
deals with Christian religious symbols, mainly the cross. In the second canto
of “The Rape of the Lock,” the heroine leaves for Hampton Court: “on her
white breast a sparkling cross she wore,/Which Jews might kiss, and infidels
adore” (Pope, 2000, 2531). Instead of reflecting the symbolic meanings of
the confession of faith and defense against the devil, which the cross
embodies in Catholicism, Belinda’s wearing of a cross, in the habit of young
Catholic women, reflects her masquerade rather than modesty. The big
golden cross the heroine wears on her white bosom is used as a piece of
accessory rich with erotic rather than spiritual power. The cross Belinda
wears “has lost its religious significance and been aestheticized, that is,
beautified. To Pope, the Roman Catholic, this is a secular degeneration of a
religious symbol into jewelry. Pope implies that to a Catholic the cross is an
object of devotion, to an infidel merely an erotic stimulus” (Paulson, 2003,
172).

Belinda’s misunderstanding of the ideal religious principles of
Catholicism is most revealed in the way she ascribes too much importance

intended here not “Bibles,” but “bibelots” (trinkets), but this
interpretation has not gained wide acceptance” (2530).
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principles that Pope implies to be violated are those of representative idolatry
and virginity. In Catholicism, idols and concrete objects like the Bible and
the cross point beyond themselves. According to John Gother, “Catholics do
not worship idols; they merely use representations to bring to mind the
original” (qtd. in Harol, 2004, 48). Regarding virginity, Catholicism
maintains a conviction in the spiritual advantages of virginity over marriage
and perceive the Virgin Mary as a model to follow. In the poem, Pope
criticizes the way the literal, rather than symbolic, meanings of such religious
principles are excessively adopted by the heroine and the hero of the poem,
that is, Belinda and Lord Baron, and generally by the English Catholics of
Pope’s time.

In the period between (1712) and (1717), Pope’s literary production,
including his poems “The Epistle to Mrs. Blount” (1712) and “Elegy to the
Memory of an Unfortunate Lady” (1717), reflects his great focus on the
women of his time. This attention to women which appears clearly in “The
Rape of the Lock” is explained within the context of Catholicism. In
“*Charms Strike the Sight, but Merit Wins the Soul’: Female Spirituality and
The Rape of the Lock,” Katherine M. Quinsey (2016) points out that “women
played a strong role in the maintenance and transmission of English
Catholicism both before and after the Reformation and this was certainly the
case in Pope’s life” (74). The connection between women and Catholicism
has always been based on the concept of Marianism, that is, the veneration
of the Virgin Mary.

The first canto of “The Rape of the Lock™ opens with a detailed account
of Belinda, who is modeled on Catholic Arabella Fermor, in her boudoir and
her preparation for a game of cards she is invited to. In the description of the
heroine’s private room, Belinda’s bureau is full of consumables: Arabia’s
perfumes, “India’s glowing gems,” “files of pins,” and “Puffs, powders,
patches, Bibles!, billet-doux” (Pope, 2000, 2530). The placement of “Bibles”

LIn relation to “Bibles,” the seventh edition of The Norton Anthology
of English Literature footnotes that “it has been suggested that Pope
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II. “The Rape of the Lock”

Born and raised as Catholic, Alexander Pope was acquainted with many
Catholics in eighteenth-century London. Through his interaction with
members of those families, he noticed a huge rift between ideal Catholic
moral doctrines and the real practices of Catholic people, which, he realized,
caused a noticeable moral degeneration. In his attempt to unravel and
criticize the wrongness and moral insufficiency of his society as well as to
instill the higher ideals most writers and intellectuals of the eighteenth-
century England believed in, and being inspired by a narrative he learnt from
his friend John Caryll about a quarrel between two elite Catholic families
over a lock of hair, Pope composed “The Rape of the Lock™ as a mock-epic.

The mock-epic mode that Pope chooses for his work serves the moral
end of the poem. In “The Rape of the Lock,” the author depends on the epic-
heroic form to dramatically satirize the morally lacking beau monde of
eighteenth-century England by contrasting the fashionable world of an
immoral heroine and hero with the world of classical epic heroes. In this
light, Howard D. Weinbort (1988) states that the poem “sets Pope’s fragile
culture against the superior culture evoked in his parody of epic devices.
Pope does not taint Homer’s epic — but the modern pseudo-heroes whose
moral diminution is well reflected in the sylphs and the trivial act of cutting
off a woman’s lock of hair” (100). Not only this, but the chosen form of epic-
heroic also functions as “a moral comment on a society which has confused
its own best interests” (Baines, 2000, 75).

Pat Rogers (2016) shows that the mock-heroic mode was chosen to
fulfill the “task of juxtaposing disparate levels of experience — grand and
trivial, formal and familiar, serious and lucid” (18), and here, it is believed,
the ideal and the real. Pope highlights the religious confusion of eighteenth-
century English Catholics reflected in the evident difference between the
ideal Catholic principles and the actual Catholic practices which sacrifice
those principles for the sake of physical pleasure. Among the ideal Catholic

37



Sir George Etherege’s The Man of Mode (1676), William Congreve’s The
Way of the World (1700), and George Farquhar’s The Beaux’s Stratagem
(1707) are successful dramas that offer different examples of upper-class
ethos and wit combats and battles between male libertinism and female
prudence during the Restoration.

In the later years of the seventeenth century and the eighteenth century,
periodicals like Richard Steele and Joseph Addison’s The Tatler and The
Spectator aimed to “enliven morality with wit, and to temper wit with
morality . . . [ have resolved to refresh [the readers’] memories from day to
day, till I have recovered them out of that desperate state of vice and folly,
into which the age is fallen,” (Addison, 2000, 2492). Likewise, authors
expressed their moral responsibility toward their eighteenth-century English
society through relying on the technique of satire. Neo-classical in style,
Jonathan Swift, Alexander Pope, and Samuel Johnson, among others,
followed the literary principles of Horace, Juvenal, Virgil, and Ovid. While
some of their satirical works were Juvenalian in nature, as in Johnson’s
“London” (1738) and Pope’s The Dunciad (1743), other works were
Horatian, like Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels (1726) and Oliver Goldsmith’s She
Stoops to Conquer (1773).

Unlike their moralist contemporaries who focused on the ideal,
Eighteenth-century English satirists like Alexander Pope and William
Beckford paid attention to the real. They “test[ed] the possibility of
principles, by asking whether in fact men do usually or ever act on them”
(Selby-Bigge, 1879, xxxiii). Selby-Bigge (1879) adds that “the whole force
of satire . . . is the force of contrast—between profession and practice,
between reality and sham; and the denunciation of the sham is by implication
the recognition of reality” (1879, xxxiv). Building on Selby-Bigge’s
opinion, the present paper aims at comparing the ways Alexander Pope and
William Beckford reflect on the moral decadence of eighteenth-century
English society. For that, the study depends in its methodology on the
American school of Comparative Literature to trace analogies between these
two texts through textual analysis despite the authors’ use of various modes
of presentation and the different contexts of their works.
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it. In this respect, Remy Debes (2014) states that rationalist moralists
believed that morality is characterized by “a priority, innateness, self-
evidence, and necessity” (502). On the other hand, moral realists claim that
there are moral facts that are “real” or “objective” in the sense that they exist
independently of any beliefs or evidence about them; that is, they are
independent from what humans think about them. Meanwhile, eighteenth-
century moral sentimentalists hold that morality exists and that certain truths
about morality are discovered or constructed by our sentiments of
approbation and disapprobation. In A Treatise of Human Nature, David
Hume (1896) explains moral sentimentalism best as he maintains that “when
you pronounce any action or character to be vicious, you mean nothing, but
that from the constitution of your nature you have a feeling or sentiment of
blame from the contemplation of it” (244).

The tendency of Enlightenment thinkers to provide different rational
foundations for and justifications of morality is commonly understood to be
a way of secularizing morality. Truly, many eighteenth-century scholars
rejected the intricacies of Christian theology on the basis of reason, yet most
of them did not renounce religion altogether. Rational supernaturalists and
Deists believed that “the relation between belief and conduct was close , ...
[and that] obedience to divine laws [was] the primary element in religion.
The foundation of ethics is man’s native perception of the difference between
right and wrong, and the justification of morality was its power to conserve
social values” (Cragg, 1964, 87).

In addition to philosophy, English literature of the late seventeenth
century and the eighteenth century was noticeably concerned with morality.
This great interest came as a reaction to Restoration literature which was
amoral in principle. Reflecting on this, David Daiches (1979) mentions that
“the influence of the returned King and his circle of court wits in the literature
of the period is thus most strikingly and immediately apparent in the theater
. . . the two theatres within the metropolis catered to wits and gallants who
went to the play as much for the purpose of engaging in amorous intrigues
or displaying their own dress and manners” (539). Comedies of manners like
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1. Introduction

In days of ease, when now the weary sword
Was sheath’d, and luxury with Charles restor’d;
In ev’ry taste of foreign courts improv’d,

“All, by the King’s example, liv’d and lov’d.”
Then peers grew proud in horsemanship t’excel,
New market’s glory rose, as Britain’s fell;

[...]

But Britain, changeful as a child at play,

Now calls in princes, and now turns away:
Now Whig, now Tory, what we lov’d we hate;
Now all for pleasure, now for Church and state;
Now for prerogative, and now for laws;

Effects unhappy! from a noble cause.

(Pope, 1961, 139-60)

Microscopic in view, Alexander Pope’s “Imitations of Horace” meticulously
anatomizes Britain during the reign of King Charles Stuart II. The
Restoration age was a time marked by a reaction against Puritan manners and
morals that spread during the second English Civil War. The return of the
exiled King from France together with his Cavalier entourage, who adopted
the French lifestyle of Louis XIV’s court, encouraged hedonistic liveliness,
moral laxity, and sensuality. Living “All, by the King’s example, liv’d and
lov’d,” (Pope, 1961, 157) the English upper class, mainly those of London,
led a life of promiscuity and the English society underwent moral depravity.

The Age of Enlightenment (1685-1815) witnessed a strong interest in
morality as a reaction to the moral decay of Restoration England. Beside the
classical philosophical notions of Plato and Aristotle, the rationalist thoughts
of Descartes, Spinoza, and Leibniz, and the empiricist conventions of Locke
and Hume inspired moral philosophers to provide different rational
foundations for and justifications of morality. Eighteenth-century moral
rationalists claimed that morality originates in reason and is known through
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The Ideal and the Real in Alexander Pope’s “The
Rape of the Lock” and William Beckford’s The
History of The Caliph Vathek!
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Abstract

This study explores Alexander Pope’s “The Rape of the Lock™ and
William Beckford’s The History of the Caliph Vathek to highlight their
similar conviction that eighteenth-century moral decadence is the
outcome of a perceived decay in religious faith. In spite of the different
approaches they take, first in relation to the religions they discuss, being
Catholic Christianity in the case of “The Rape of the Lock™ and Islam in
the case of The History of the Caliph Vathek, and second in relation to
the genres they opt for, being the mock-epic in the former and the gothic
novel in the latter, both works rely on the medium of satire in contrasting
the ideal and the real within the context of religious morality in
eighteenth-century England. By focusing attention on the religiously
deviant behaviors of some main characters in the two works, the paper
highlights Pope and Beckford’s concerns about the moral status of their
time, believing it to be far from those moral ideals either of religion or
the moral philosophy of the Augustan Age.
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strangers is isolated and disconnected from others because each has his
problems and challenges; they do not listen to each other. The third
representation takes the form of simulacra. The characters, who envisage
real-life as prison, escape it in different ways: they drink alcohol, delve
into memories of the good old days, or seek compensation in movies or
glass figurines.
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world of art and imagination; a traditional romantic theme. Indeed, “she
withdraws from society and finds comfort, safety, and companionship
among the glass animal figurines that she collects” (Elfrida, 2020, p. 44).
In the real life, she feels she has no space; the world outside, for her, is
so fearful and vague. She finds peace in the simulacrum of the figurines
that she creates. Art is a beautiful, though unreal, world.

Considering the above, different types of simulacra the characters
rely on to escape their reality represent the consequences of alienation
that American cities create. Some characters choose to escape through
alcohol which provides them with temporary relief. Others like Willy in
Death of a Salesman and Amanda in The Glass Menagerie wander into
memories that remind them of their happy and once promising past,
which might dilute the bitterness of their present. Tom in The Glass
Menagerie compensates for the monotony of his life and the sacrifice of
his youth for the sake of family by watching movies in the cinema. These
movies offer adventure and suspense that he misses in reality; whereas
his sister, Laura, utilizes the glass ornaments, which she creates, to avoid
interaction with others and live in the world of imagination. Thus,
alienation in the real world leads to an escape to a parallel world,
simulacra.

Conclusion

All in all, the American city in the period of WWII is a space of
alienation. The idea is manifested through the selected plays which
portray real life in American cities at the time. Alienation is represented
in three forms; the first shows how an American city, as a space of
economic power, alienates the characters who find a distance between
themselves and the city governors. The second representation of
alienation concerns miscommunication and disconnection where the
American city becomes a “crowd of strangers” (R. Williams, 1993, p.39)
who find it difficult to understand each other. Besides, each one of these

29



not have the power to change it, so he isolates himself and recalls his
past.

Back to The Glass Menagerie, Tom, the protagonist, “is a
character who is disappointed with his life because he feels trapped”
(Elfrida, 2020, p. 43); so, he escapes his reality to the simulacrum found
in cinema movies. He is “alienated from his labor. As a result of
alienation from his labor he is self-alienated” (Fomeshi, 2013, p. 26).
Tom feels that no one cares about him; he sacrifices his life for the sake
of his family. Subsequently, “to compensate for this self-sacrifice Tom
goes to the movies” (Fomeshi, 2013, p. 26). In Scene IV, in a dialogue
with Amanda, he hints at the fact that he finds nothing interesting in his
work:

Amanda. Why do you go to the movies so much, Tom?

Tom. I go to the movies because—I like adventure. Adventure is
something I don't have much at work, so I go to the movies. (T.
Williams, 1997, p. 627)

Based on the above dialogue, Tom expresses his love of adventure, and
complains about the fact that the city does not offer adventure but a
monotonous life. Fomeshi notes that “Tom refers to this mutilation and
fragmentation of humanity in a capitalist society when he says "man is
by instinct a lover, a hunter, a fighter, and none of these instincts are
given much play in the warehouse!” (2013, p. 28). Thus, movies might
satisfy these natural instincts in Tom.

On the other hand, Tom’s sister, Laura, is crippled. She feels shy
because of this disability. She lacks confidence, which makes her afraid
of socializing with people outside the home. Elfrida notes that “her
disability and lack of confidence have led her to an intense shyness. Her
escapes isolate her further from society” (2020, 45). She creates her
world of figurines because she cannot have rapport with the real world.
She animates her figurines, which may be viewed as an escape to the
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Normally, thoughts and dreams about the future give meaning to
life, but in The Glass Menagerie, thoughts and memories take another
dimension. Amanda recalls past memories from her youth in the
countryside when she has always been in the limelight because of her
beauty and her family’s high position. According to Daniel Jacobs,
Amanda can escape the harshness of her current situation “by evoking
memories of a triumphant past” (2002, p.1262). Now, Amanda leads a
miserable and poor life, suffering from the absence of her husband.
Scholars find that “her way of escaping real life is to think about and tell
the stories from her life as a young girl when she lived in a Blue
Mountain, she is suspicious because she feels disappointed in her life, her
husband left her with a disgruntled son and crippled daughter” (Elfrida,
2020, p. 42). In the past, her family backed her, she had nothing to worry
about but herself; however, she currently has the future of her son and
daughter to think about. Jacobs comments on this saying “Amanda
Wingfield’s recollection of her past social triumphs only reminds us of
how much time has passed and how many hopes have been dashed”
(2002, p. 1263). Thus, her memories can be perceived as a replacement,
compensation and therapy for the pitfalls of her reality, or a source of
pain and heartbreak.

Actually, what happens to Amanda applies to Willy in Death of
a Salesman. Willy escapes his unsuccessful life and the condition of his
failing sons by recalling the days in which his son Biff was a star, quite
the promising young man. Throughout the play, whenever Willy gets a
shock, he sweeps to the past because the memories of the past give him
relief. Willy relies upon the illusions of his memories because he does
not want to face his failure. Chaudhary believes that “Willy had the
capacity to enjoy life but he was dissatisfied with the quality of that life,
a dissatisfaction which leads him to illusion and isolation. He created an
illusion to protect himself and to prevent him from having to really
address the problem” (2019, 329). The trajectory of his life goes
downward in contrast with his past expectations for his future. He does
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Alcohol is approached as a refuge and escape in The Iceman
Cometh and The Time of Your Life. Joe, in The Time of Your Life,
expresses his feeling of monotony because of his idleness. He uses
alcohol to kill time, and when Mary asks him what he is waiting for, he
replies “the more you wait, the less there is to wait for. [...] there’s
nothing to wait for anymore. Nothing except minutes on the clock”
(Saroyan, 1962, p. 680). Joe justifies the habit of drinking day and night
by calling life dull and uninteresting. Minutes and hours are passing
without any sign of change or progress in his life. Alcohol is a way to
forget and see things differently, or not see them at all.

Most of the characters in The Iceman Cometh and, one may add,
in other well-known plays by O’Neil (as in Long Day's Journey into
Night), escape their reality to an illusory state of consciousness generated
by alcohol or drugs. In fact, critics have observed that “It would be
difficult to imagine a work of literature more thoroughly steeped in
alcohol than Eugene O'Neill's The Iceman Cometh; with few exceptions
every character in the large cast is or appears to be a confirmed drunkard”
(Gilmore, 1984, p. 335). Hope asks Hickey when he suspects that Hickey
has cheated or diluted the drinks “what did you do to the booze Hickey?
There is no damned life left in it” (O’Neil, 1962, p. 632). This may be a
figure of speech, but, from a Freudian angle, it can be interpreted as
referring to a parallel form of (non)existence, enjoyable and tolerable,
when they are drunk. These characters find no hope in their reality; so,
they take refuge in fake dreams that cannot be achieved. Fomeshi claims
that “one of the functions of the drink is that it helps the drinking person
think he/she is someone else in his/her fantasy” (2013, p.28). Knowing
that their dreams are impossible to fulfill, they drink alcohol to achieve
their dreams in the world of simulacra. Larry says that “it’s a great
comfort for them. Although even here they keep up the appearance of life
with a few harmless pipe dreams about their yesterdays and tomorrows”
(O’Neil, 1962, p. 594). When they are drunk, they find temporary peace
and comfort.

26



is a honky-tonk. Married twenty-eight years and she is still looking for
adventure” (Saroyan, 1962, p. 692). It seems that the wife is fed up with
the boring daily routine of their long marriage and wants an adventure.
The saloon represents a change for her although it is not quite a real
adventure.

To sum up, some city dwellers, especially those who experience
failure, feel alienated from their place; they feel that they do not belong
there, or anywhere, even. Consequently, they feel hatred toward it. These
people suffer from ennui because they do not enjoy city life. Moreover,
people of different cultural backgrounds inhabited American cities in the
twenties and the thirties of the twentieth century. These cities became
spaces of crowds of strangers, who faced the problem of
miscommunication and disconnection from the rest of society; they
lacked listening skill because, apart from their different mother tongues,
each one of them had his private problems and traumas. Even married
couples showed miscommunication and cold relationships because
American cities in the decade of WWII had no space for adventure,
solidarity, or love.

American City as a Space of Simulacra

The harsh atmosphere of American cities during the WWII period
caused the inhabitants to escape reality and choose to live in a world of
simulacra; a parallel world or realm used as a refuge totally different from
reality. Cities created magnetic systems that imprisoned their inhabitants,
who could not escape except to unreal worlds. American dramatists
embody this idea in different ways. In the Iceman Cometh by O’Neil and
The Time of Your Life by Saroyan, the simulacrum is created via alcohol.
T. Williams, in The Glass Menagerie, employs movies, glass figurines,
and memories as parallel worlds; memories of the past successful and
promising life of Willy Loman in Death of a Salesman represent an
escape from his current disappointment as well.
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competitive indifference or the sense of isolation in the cities can be seen
as bearing a profound relation to the kinds of social competition and
alienation which just such a system promotes” (R. Williams, 1993, p.
249). In fact, this reveals the condition of workers in modern American
industrialized city; workers were dealt with as machines. They were
deprived of personal space and friendship. The dichotomy evolved into a
sort of “alien industrialism against rural humanity” (R. Williams, 1993,
p. 253). They are not given sufficient chances to better know each other.

In The Time of Your Life, settled families and love relationships
were not given much space in American cities. For individuals, financial
challenges played an important role in destroying the dream of
establishing family institutions. Elsie replies to Dudley when he asks for
her hand: “I know you love me and I love you, but don’t you see love is
impossible in this world?” Then she continues to say that they are
imprisoned in a futile world, and that love suites birds rather than humans
because birds have wings that help them fly out of this world. For them,
financial challenges are visualized as an obstacle that prevents them from
establishing a family. She continues, trying to convince Dudley of the
vanity of their attempt, “we’ll go together to a room in a cheap hotel, and
dream that the world is beautiful, and that living is full of love and
greatness. But in the morning, can we forget debts, duties, and the cost
of ridiculous things?” (Saroyan, 1962, p. 689). She anticipates the doom
of the catastrophic destiny of their relationship, so she chooses not to start
it altogether. Not only do financial challenges stand before establishing a
family or a love relationship, but also social disconnection and alienation
kill these relationships. Raymond Williams says that “the social
alienation enters the personality and destroys its capacity for any loving
fulfillment” (1993, p. 253). This can be demonstrated in the relationship
of an unnamed couple, referred to as Lady and Man in The Time of Your
Life. It is cold and lacks harmony. The lady feels that she needs to do
something to change her monotonous life. The man shows his rejection
of her behaviors. He says, “you wanted to visit a honky-tonk. Well, this
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NICK. In costume? Or are you wearing your costume?
DUDLEY. All I need is a cigar.

KITTY (continuing her dream of grace) I’d walk out of the house
and stand on the porch, and look at the trees, and smell the flowers,
and run across the lawn, and lie down under a tree, and read a book.
(Pause) A book of poems, maybe. (Saroyan, 1962, p. 675)

No one is really paying attention to the words of the others; each
one seems detached and preoccupied. Nevertheless, Harry, the comedian,
is a good manifestation of the idea of miscommunication and
disconnection. He performs comic scenes, but no one laughs. McCarthy
asks him whether he can make people laugh, but Harry replies “I can be
funny, but they won’t laugh” (Saroyan, 1962, p. 683). Not only does he
imply that the world is full of sadness and leaves no room for laughter,
but also that the surrounding humans are not interested or are unable to
find meaning to his performance. Nevertheless, the idea of disconnection
does not only apply to those who come from different backgrounds but
also can be illustrated in the characters who share the same culture.

Tom in The Glass Menagerie illustrates the idea of disconnection
between city dwellers who originally come from the same culture. When
his mother, Amanda, wonders how come he does not know about Jim’s
personal life, he tells her “the warehouse is where I work, not where I
know things about people!” (T. Williams, 1997, p. 642). Although Jim
seems to be the closest coworker to Tom, they do not have the
opportunity or the motivation to know more about each other’s personal
life. Fomeshi notes that “Tom as the narrator of the play begins Scene VI
with a rather lengthy monologue, and describes the sense of alienation
dominating the warehouse” (2013, p. 30). According to Fomeshi, Jim is
the only one in the warehouse with whom he communicates. Yet, they do
not know much about each other’s private life. Jim on the other hand
shows his surprise when he discovers that Tom has a sister. In his book
The Country and the City, Raymond Williams claims that “the
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LEWIS (Loses his control and starts for him) You bloody Dutch
scum!” (O’Neil, 1962, p. 626)

The enmity has not ended with the war; those who represent their
armies seem to continue the fight; that is to say, in the American city
which is supposed to be a melting pot, mutual understanding and
tolerance are not quick to find.

Joe, a Black character, feels that he is not accepted even in the
saloon and accordingly in the city, because of his color; he says “scuse
me, white boys. Scuse me for livin’. I don’t want to be where I’s not
wanted” (O’Neil, 1962, p. 633). He seems to be doubly estranged.
Shockingly, his words are not preceded by any type of racial talk based
on color. He feels that he doesn’t belong to the place, and that he is not
accepted although he does not hear it from them. No one comments on
his words as if he is invisible; each character is busy with him/herself; no
one is listening or caring about the others. This leads us to the next theme
of poor listening and disconnection.

The characters of the play sometimes show their indifference
towards each other; they do not listen to each other’s challenges or
traumas properly. James Cameron, Jimmy, gives a long talk about his
past, the challenges he has faced, and his future plans. The stage
instructions on the talk tell us that “he stops like a mechanical doll that
has run down. No one gives any sign of having heard him” (O’Neil, 1962,
p. 636). This bespeaks that each character is an island, busy thinking
about his own problems. The city does not offer them a space to
collaborate or to feel sympathy toward each other.

This idea applies to the characters in The Time of Your Life. In
some situations, their disconnection from each other becomes obvious
through whatever conversation they have:

HARRY. (with spirit and noise, dancing) I dance and do gags and
stuff.
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Discontents, states that a man of a different civilization feels alienated;
the outer space becomes uncertain to him (1961, 9). Even people who
share the same language have problems understanding each other
because they have different interests.

Therefore, dramatists embodied the idea of miscommunication
between city dwellers and their place. This section explores The Iceman
Cometh, The Time of Your Life, The Glass Menagerie, and Death of a
Salesman to illustrate the idea of miscommunication on two levels: the
first concerns the city as a space of strangers who have different cultural
backgrounds. Raymond Williams in his article “The Metropolis and the
Emergence of Modernism” asserts that individuals feel “lonely and
isolated within the crowd” (1989, p. 40). The second level concerns the
poor listening skills that are caused by isolation. Each city dweller
completely indulges in his personal problems and leaves a zero space for
listening to others.

In The Iceman Cometh, O’Neil embodies the idea of the
American city as a “crowd of strangers” (R. Williams, 1989, p. 39). The
saloon customers have come to the United States from different
geographies all over the world. Rawashdah observes that these characters
“appear to be social misfits who have one thing in common, they lack a
clear identity. They are alienated and marginalized individuals, each in
search of fulfillment and meaning” (2020, p.113). Moreover, some of
these characters used to be enemies in battles, like Piet Wetjoen, one-
time leader of Boer commandos, and Cecil Lewis, one-time captain of
British infantry. These two officers took part in the Boer War in South
Africa that ended in 1902 with the triumph of the British over the Boer
army. The two officers are now in the same city; still full of hatred for
each other because they were enemies one day. During their residency in
the saloon, they have some fights that reflect their deep refusal and
rejection of each other:

WETIJOEN (with guilty rage) All lies! You Gottamned limey |...]
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greatest cure for mental distress ... to work was the only thing, it was the
one thing that always made you feel good” (Stearns, 2015, p. 108).

To sum up, American cities in the WWII period can be read as
spaces of alienation. American cities alienated some of their inhabitants
and prevented them from understanding their codes and mechanisms of
power. As a result, they lost the sense of belonging to their locale. Not
enjoying life in the city and being paralyzed either through economic
fluctuations or political apprehensions lead to boredom and desperation.
The playwrights employ their plays to reflect the gap between city
dwellers and their cities; some of the characters take specific places like
saloons as refuge. Others reminisce on memories in previous homes,
allowing themselves to escape place altogether. Sickened and paralyzed,
they cannot bring change in their lives; so, ennui imposes its shadow on
them and controls the scenes.

American City as a Space of Miscommunication and
Disconnection

Because of the economic boom in the twenties, American cities
became the compass of migrants from the rural countryside and from all
over the world. These migrants had different cultural backgrounds,
different languages, different goals in life, and different interests. People
traveled to America seeking better-paid jobs and greater opportunities.
Similarly, political activists and revolutionaries from various parts of the
world who were persecuted in their homelands found in America a safe
refuge. Therefore, the American city looked like “crowds of strangers”
(R. Williams. 1989, p. 39), inclosing people with different tastes,
ambitions, and attitudes toward life. In 1920s, these newcomers were
busy picking the fruits of the economic boom, whereas in the thirties they
all suffered the consequences of the “Great Depression” and the breakout
of WWII. Thus, these people had more time for gatherings and chats.
Yet, they suffered from misunderstanding each other because of their
deep differences. Sigmund Freud, in his book Civilization and Its
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625). Nevertheless, this leads us to another idea, which is the boredom of
city life.

In The Iceman Cometh and The Time of Your Life, the characters
who spend most of their time in saloons feel ennui, the existentialists’
term for boredom. Ennui is evoked because these characters maintain the
same routine. The life inside the saloons reflects the life in the cities
outside these saloons concerning ennui. Nick, the saloon owner, replies
to Killer, a character who appears the first time in the saloon when he
asked about the place: “well, it’s not out of the world. It’s on a street in a
city, and people come and go” (Saroyan, 1962, p. 689). In saloons, time
stops; the actions and the words of the characters are repeated. In The
Time of Your Life, Tom complains about the repetition of the same song;
he says to Joe: “we listen to that song ten times a day” (Saroyan, 1962,
p. 673). Life does not seem to offer change or newness.

Joe claims that time passes without a meaning or an impact; it
turns into “minutes on the clock, not time of living. It doesn’t make any
difference” (Saroyan, 1962, p. 680). The persona of the play describes
Dudley as “irritated by the routine and dullness and monotony of his life”
(Saroyan, 1962, p. 674). “Irritated” indicates that ennui in the city causes
annoyance and anger. Harry, the comedian, has acted out a scene,
announcing that he “go(es) into this little routine.” McCarthy, astonished,
comments, “a most satisfying demonstration of the present state of the
American body and soul. Son, you’re genius” (Saroyan, 1962, p. 683).
This shows that such individuals are possessed with the annoying ennui
created by the political and economic conditions of the American State
in 1939. Although Americans in the decade of WWII perceived work as
a force that exploited and automated them, it remained better than any
available alternative. In The Iceman Cometh and The Time of Your Life,
most of the saloon characters do not work; a situation that brings on more
boredom and mental problems; for leisure breeds existential questions
regarding the validity and meaning of one’s being. Hence, “work was the
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between Willy and his son is central. There are magnetic forces that
paradoxically pull them together and thrust them apart” (2019, 329).
Willy wants him to remain in the city to compensate for his own failure;
“he needs the affection and success of his sons to destroy his failure”
(2019, 329). Thus, Biff is entrapped. Besides, Biff hates city businesses
because he and his family feel powerless and inferior there; it is like a
vicious circle. He says “screw the business world! [...] I don’t care what
they think! They’ve laughed at Dad for years, and you know why?
Because we don’t belong to this nuthouse of a city!” (Miller, 1997, p.
664). He states his claim clearly that they do not belong to the place
because they are not only weak in it but also ignorant about the path to
power, which costs them the life of their father in the end.

Concerning the saloon characters in The Iceman Cometh and The
Time of your Life, the sense of not belonging to the city not only arouses
feelings of hatred towards it but also pushes them to take the saloons as
a refuge or as an escape. Nick in The Time of Your Life describes his
saloon as a safe sanctuary, “it’s a good low-down, honky-tonk American
place that lets people alone” (Saroyan, 1962, p. 679). Outside the saloon,
life is so threatening and difficult. Harry, the comedian, depicts it as
“everybody’s behind the eight ball” (Saroyan, 1962, p. 683) which means
‘in trouble or at a disadvantage’. The city for them is so unbearable
because of its ugliness and harshness. Harry describes it as “the ugly little
city containing the large comic world” (Saroyan, 1962, p. 669);
obviously, being alienated in saloons becomes a choice for these
characters. Larry, in The Iceman Cometh, expresses his preference for
this choice rather than being immersed in the city: “if I don’t believe in
the Movement, I don’t believe in anything else either, especially not the
State.... I want to be left alone” (O’Neil, 1962, p. 595). Therefore,
American city, perceived as a heartless space of ugliness, where people
are overcome with homesickness. Lewis and Wetjoen in The Iceman
Cometh make known their desire to leave the city. They claim that they
only need enough money to book flights to their homes (O’Neil, 1962, p.
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more acquainted with life. He tried to fill the gap between himself and
the city; he tried to resist and overcome the alienating force that kept him
down and weakened. He took a night course on television that might give
him a warranty to hold a good position in the future; he tried to claim a
space for himself. However, not understanding the city led this city
dweller to experience a sense of unbelonging.

Thus, as a result, feelings of estrangement and hatred towards the
city are aroused. The idea is clearly illustrated in the selected plays above.
Willy and Linda in Death of a Salesman express their estrangement and
hatred of the futility of the space they live in. Willy tells Linda that “there
is not a breath of fresh air in the neighborhood. The grass don’t grow any
more, you can’t raise a carrot in the back yard. They should’ve had a law
against apartment houses. Remember those two beautiful elm trees out
there?” (Miller, 1997, p. 652). He expresses his nostalgia for fresh air and
greenery. He “[loses] his contact with the natural world. He could do no
more now than just spread seeds on barren ground” (Chaudhary, 2019, p.
330). He accuses “the invisible city governors of sacrificing nature for
the sake of profit which is gained by constructing buildings that contain
prison-like apartments. Linda replies to him: ‘yeah, like being a million
miles from the city’” (Miller, 1997, p. 652). She too expresses her
discontent with this futile place.

Biff Loman in Death of a Salesman expresses his ignorance and
inability to get along with life in the city. He believes that they are not fit
for city life which requires special skills. “The trouble is,” he says, “we
weren’t brought up to grub for money. [ don’t know how to do it” (Miller,
1997, p. 654). He seems to take it for granted that he and his family
simply do not belong there. Gradually, this feeling of alienation
transforms into hatred: “I hate this city and I’ll stay here” (Miller, 1997,
p. 663). Staying here, for him, is not a choice; he prefers country life in
Texas as a farmer. Yet, the city exerts its magnetic power through his
father and entraps Biff, too. Chaudhary claims that “the relationship
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is not only alienated but also imprisoned; he tries to “escape from a trap”
(T. Williams, 1997, p. 619) and stop revolving on the same track with no
ray of light to make progress. The same applies to Willy. Stearns claims
that “playwright Arthur Miller in 1947 captured this alienation in his
classic portrayal of salesman Willy Loman, caught in later middle age in
the realization that, in a lifetime of hard work, he had accomplished
almost nothing” (2015, p.103).

Arthur Miller introduces the character Howard Wagner as a
representation of capitalism, revealing the huge gap between employees
and employers. In his chat with Willy, who is there to ask for a New York
position because he is tired of being a road salesman for thirty-five years,
he mentions the benefits of the recording machine that he has recently
bought, he attempts to convince Willy to buy one because he can listen
to programs that he misses simply by asking the housemaid to record
them (1997, p. 668). Howard pretends that he does not know about
Willy’s financial situation which is not enough for a living; let alone
hiring a housemaid. Saying this to Willy keeps the distance between the
two and frees Howard from the responsibility of giving Willy a raise.

Tennessee Williams demonstrates the idea of the city alienating
its inhabitants through the character Jim in The Glass Menagerie. Jim
used to be a smart, star student in high school. He had more than one
talent, like sports and singing. When he graduated and was thrown into
city life, he was alienated. Tom says about him that after his graduation
from Soldan, “His speed had definitely slowed. Six years after he left
high school, he was holding a job that wasn’t much better than mine” (T.
Williams, 1997, p. 631). To explain, the setting of the play is “now and
the past” as Tom says; so, it reflects life in America in 1944, during
WWIIL. American cities in that period had more worries about foreign
affairs and policies rather than about their inhabitants. Jim, as a specimen
of talented inhabitants, had no fitting space in his city; his success slowed
down once he entered its society. It is worth saying that Jim wanted to be
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In The Time of Your Life, the Arab character keeps saying “no
foundation” (Saroyan, 1962, pp: 690, 696). After his long talk to Nick,
who is the owner of the saloon, about his migration to America and his
twenty-year work of endless automatization, he reveals his chaotic
sensation by repeating “no foundation” implying the vague power of the
city. He tells Nick that he is away from home and children, working and
never stops working. He says this hinting to a magnetic power that
entraps, imprisons, and enslaves him. Besides, working for an unknown
or undefined purpose is manifested in the other plays such as Death of a

Salesman.

Happy Loman in Death of a Salesman expresses his ignorance
of his future. He feels that he is driven by a distant controlling power as
well. This can be revealed through his dialogue with his brother, Biff,
about the merchandise manager, who sold an estate on an island and then
started building a new one. Projecting the experience of the merchandise
manager, Happy anticipates an unsettled future for himself. He looks
forward to being promoted to take the position of the merchandise
manager, but he sees that the current merchandise manager is unsettled,
which makes Happy wonder about the validity of his work. He says “I
don’t know what the hell I'm working for” (Miller, 1997. p. 653). This
idea can be applied to Tom in The Glass Menagerie. He works in a shoe
warehouse, which provides him with a small salary. In a conversation
with his mother, Amanda, he expresses his anger and complains about
the type of life he leads: “every time you come in yelling that god damn
‘Rise and shine! Rise and shine!’ I say to myself ‘How lucky dead people
are!” But I get up. I go! For sixty-five dollars a month I give up all that I
dream of doing and being ever!” (T. Williams, 1997, p. 624). With sixty-
five dollars a month one is not making a living in the city; so, why does
he go to work daily? In fact, “the bleak realization of being trapped in a
low-level job could not be avoided. This was a new form of alienation,
based on hopes inspired by the work ethic, to which American workers
were particularly vulnerable” (Stearns, 2015, p. 103). Tom feels that he
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In Death of a Salesman, Willy, “a perfect example of a man
alienated by the society that is controlled by money and power”
(Chaudhary, 2019, p. 329), is a victim of that domineering power as well
as the invisible city authorities; an individual who senses the distance that
the city imposes through its authorities between him and his space. “The
way they boxed us in here,” Willy says, “Bricks and windows, windows
and bricks” (Miller, 1997, p. 652). The use of the third person pronoun,
they, bespeaks two things: the distance between Willy and the city, and
the personification of the city as a group of invisible controlling, and
imprisoning powers. Willy’s house is now surrounded by high buildings
that siege him; he becomes boxed. The apartments of the buildings or the
compounds are also like boxes. Indeed, no one forces citizens to inhabit
apartments that are like “boxes”, but they are obliged to do so for cities
are overcrowded, which makes it difficult to offer enough space for each
citizen to build a house. Moreover, a city dweller is supposedly busy at
work which gives him/her no time to grow a garden around the house, so
an apartment suffices as a shelter and a sleeping place but not a space for
entertainment and growing plants.

The personification of the American city as a space of alienating
power in the decade of WWII is also manifested in The Iceman Cometh.
Hope, who is a proprietor of a saloon and rooming house, keeps inquiring
about the indifference of the governing power of the city; he keeps saying
“who the hell cares?” (O’Neil, 1962, pp: 636, 639). Hope is urged by
Hickey, a powerful friend, and other drunkards to give up his pipe
dreams. He feels that he has no importance in his society; simply a
number that no one, especially among the power sources of the city, cares
about him or his destiny. This feeling is engendered by the fact that Hope
and the other characters examined in this study feel vague about the city
vortex of power that keeps them driven insentiently. The same is also
applied to the Arab character in The Time of Your Life.
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Time of Your Life, Tennessee Williams’ The Glass Menagerie, and
Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman which portray American city as a
dysfunctional space. This concept covers paralysis, monotony,
alienation, disconnection and simulation as an escape. As American
economy suffered from stagflation, Americans had nothing to do except
wait for something to break the paralysis of the economy. The economic
status that created an atmosphere of idleness imposed its shadows on the
dwellers as reflected in the plays. The article tackles dysfunction in three
representations: the first shows how American cities alienate their
dwellers by creating a gap between the citizen and the city. The second
representation demonstrates alienation through miscommunication and
disconnection; while the third representation concerns the realms of
simulacra like memories, imagination, or alcoholism that citizens of
cities, as reflected in the four plays, prefer to dwell in.

American City and Alienation

During WWII American cities became the embodiment of
capitalism and political power, developing a gap that alienated their
inhabitants from understanding the cites themselves. Harding claims that
individuals in a modern city are alienated because modern cities have
become “the seat of international political and economic power,
influencing mass human migration, new means of labor, and
revolutionary modes of production” (2004, p. 11). The city dwellers
became aware of a growing distance between themselves and their space.
They also personified the city as a strong source of power that kept them
powerless and submissive. In his book 7he Country and the City,
Raymond Williams states that “different rural societies— unidealized,
containing their tensions—[were] invaded and transformed by an
uncomprehending and often brutal alien system” (1993, p. 338). The four
representative dramatists, as well as other writers, expressed this idea in
their literary works.
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Introduction:

The “roaring twenties” of the twentieth century had a strong impact
on Americans. This period witnessed an economic boom; it was the
period of wealth as reflected in The Great Gatsby, with all its
flourishment in the economy and the luxurious life of factory owners and
newly rich businessmen. Hence, this atmosphere of production and profit
demanded changes in the way people lived. For example, people started
to dwell in apartments rather than houses. There was also a need to
develop some governing rules that controlled the relationships between
different types of people like factory or company owners and their
employees who were more like machines that were automatized
concerning timing and duties. Harding claims that labor in the modern
world was “a function of the factory system or capitalism” (2004, p. 11).
This gave life in the American city its shape for the next decades.

The late 1920s and the 1930s witnessed economic stagflation.
The period is better known as the “Great Depression” when the American
economy suffered from the consequences of stagflation. At the end of the
decade, Americans as well as the rest of the world had hardly stopped
worrying about depression only to start worrying about WWII and its
repercussions. Unlike villagers, who depended on farming for a living,
city dwellers, controlled by the strict powerful codes of their cities,
started feeling as if they were no more than cogs of that city-entity. In his
book The Country and the City, Raymond Williams claims that “The law,
the civil service, the stock exchange, the finance houses, the trading
houses, come through, in these ways, as the ‘impersonal’ forces- the
alienated human forces-that they are” (1993, p.195). Consequently,
American writers embodied a self-conscious awareness of the features of
their cities in certain instances like the feeling of alienation.

Considering the above situation, this article intends to explore
four plays: Eugene O’Neil’s The Iceman Cometh, William Saroyan’s The
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City as a Dysfunctional Space in American

Drama of the Decade of WWII!
Muhammad Rabab’ah 2

Abstract

This study aims at exploring the notion that city is depicted as a
dysfunctional space in modern American drama, represented here by
O’Neil’s The Iceman Cometh, Saroyan’s The Time of Your Life, Williams’
The Glass Menagerie, and Miller’s Death of a Salesman. What these works
have in common is that they feature life in America in the time pre-, during,
and post-WWIL. This study aims to provide further insights into American
drama of the late 1930s and 1940s by engaging spatial theory as offered by
Raymond Williams in his The Country and the City and “Metropolis and
the Emergence of Modernism.” It explores the way characters are subjected
or exposed to the domineering power of the modern American city and how
this affects their behaviors and psychology; particularly, the economic
status of the city which is depicted as dysfunctional. Alienation is evident
through their miscommunication, disconnection, and the attempts to escape
to the worlds of simulacra; such as, reminiscing about the past, addiction
to movies, or drinking, all found in The Glass Menagerie, for example.

Key words: alienation, Raymond Williams, simulacrum, dysfunctional
city, American drama

1 The article was received on 15 Feb., 2023, and was accepted for publication on
30 July 2023. Article reference no. 9/44.

2 Muhammad Rabab’ah is a teacher of English at the Ministry of Education. He
holds a Master’s Degree in English Language and Literature, Yarmouk University,
Jordan.

11



study in this issue. In a study in Stylistics, the researcher analyses the narrative
to reach its overall meaning which is also social par excellence, advocating the
upholding of justice.

As for the interest in the integration of knowledge, it is evident in the
spectrum of disciplines touched upon in the articles of this issue. In Islamic
Studies, one article investigates the relationship between Islamic economics and
behavioral economics. It is well known - as the researcher assures us — that
Islamic economics is currently receiving more attention from scholars
worldwide, and it is imperative to contribute to its growth and development.
Another Islamic Studies article is in Figh, linking religion to lived reality, where
the researcher sheds light on the provisions of sentences in absentia in the Sharia
procedural law: their most important concepts, procedures, practical
jurisprudence provisions and their application.

In the world of knowledge, the disciplines are influenced by each other at
several levels. Their interaction and overlap take place at the level of the
Humanities and Natural Sciences. Accordingly, it becomes inconceivable that
branches of knowledge may be cut off from each other if we want to achieve
explanatory power and the ability to advance in the production of scientific truth
and solve complex problems. Hence, it helps to understand the tools used in the
transfer of and access to knowledge, such as translation. Translation is the most
important means of transferring knowledge from one civilization to another.
Perhaps the Abbasid Caliph Al-Ma'mun became famously fond of it as an
implementation of the Quranic instruction "to know one another". Today it is
the most intense global intellectual activity. Hence the importance of the study
that throw light on the translation work conducted at the Institute of Public
Administration in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as a model indicating the
situation of translation in this area. The Journal also presents an article that
assesses another tool of knowledge: the construction of questionnaires in the
humanities, which is of great significance to researchers seeking accurate
information. Thus, we continue with our endeavor, both in this issue and in
future ones, to actively contribute to the field of scientific research and
intellectual studies in all its dimensions.

10



Editorial

This is the second issue of the Journal of Human Knowledge System. As
the first issue was well received by distinguished colleagues, we are encouraged
to continue on the same path. The first issue, based on the journal objectives of
publishing research in all branches of the Humanities, included in-depth
analyses of certain aspects of the thought and work of contemporary thinkers
such as Muhammad Igbal, Malek Bennabi, and Najib al-Kilani; aspects relating
to religious, literary and linguistic disciplines. Besides, it included another
important topic dealing with higher education policies.

We hope that the features of the Journal of Human Knowledge System
become more distinct to the readers of this new issue, in which we are keen to
present research in both Arabic and English in order to address human
knowledge with a sense of universality: the breadth of vision and horizons,
temporally and spatially. "O mankind, indeed We have created you from male
and female and made you nations and tribes that you may know one another.
Indeed, the most noble among you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of
you. Indeed, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware" (Quran: Surah Al-Hujurat:13).
The Quran here refers to the unity and diversity of humanity, and then to the
purpose of this diversity, which is to compete in piety to reach the dignity of
humans and the perfection of their humanity. One way to know people is to read
their literature; it is the mirror of their life. Thus, in this issue, we present
analytical studies looking into world literature: two in English, and one in
Arabic. The first study deals with the social role of literature in two English
texts from the Age of Enlightenment, when critical reformist literature occupied
the forefront, led by writers such as the ones studied here: Alexander Pope and
William Beckford. The second study is in American realist drama. The
researcher highlights life in the American city as experienced by the writers
during the Second World War when overwhelming feelings of frustration and
isolation led many to escape from reality.

The connection of literature with reality and the contribution of the pen to
the making not just of citizens of countries, but also citizens of the world are
what transforms the text into a universal edifice. Under this category comes the
Russian writer Antoine Chekhov’s short story, examined in the third literary
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nowadays.
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